Meretz
blasts plan
for new
town over
Green Line

SARAH HONIG

MERETZ yesterds
ye ¥ accused
hL:It:ol: of striking a deal with the
di parties that womld in-
vplvg the construction of a new
ety in the territories.

Th_e deal wonld offer new
hous:ng_ for the growing haredi
population, re in return
for the haredi parties’ absten-
Uon in no-confidence votes,

Housing Minister Binyamin

Ben-Eliezer is awaiting speedy

cabinet approval for a new o
called Matityahu, to be co:tz
structed adjacent to Kiryat
Sefer. a haredi town which is
located just across the Green
Line in the Modi'in region.
Som_e 13,000 would be built in
Matityahu's first X

.According to Ben-Eliezer this
“1s not in any way a political
deal. There is a severe ousing
shortage in the haredi communi-
ty. 20d Matityahu is intended to
alleviate the shortage
somewhat,*

Abstention in no-confidence
votes at this stage, he said, “is
meaningless, because the elec-
tons might be advanced in any
case. On the one hand, the me-
dia says Labor wants early elec-
tions, and on the other, we are
accused of doing everything to
stave them off.”

Ben-Eliezer wants the gov-
ernment to approve his plans
within the next 10 days.

Merctz Knesset faction
chairman Ran Cohen said
vesterday that the party is “fed
up with Labor’s insistence on
dealing behind our back and

hending. over backwurds to-

court religioas support. This is
ridicnions. When we are faced
with the problem of what to do
with all the troublesome
settiements, which
unfortunately already exist, this
government is out o start yet
another.”

Labor souxces stressed, how-
ever, that what isinvolved isnot
construction deep ipside Judea
and Samaria, but a town which

will basically straddle the Green

Line, right next to existing
towns, in 2n area where there
will have (0 be border
adjustments.
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_ Humanitarisnism
and to sepport the Middle East peace process. -

‘Jerusalem under way

BUL HUTMAN

each side knowing that Jernsalem is going to be the topic of

Abu Zayyad described the talks as “fformal,” but ssid the purpose
T - (Continved on Page 20) ) ' .

Ramon: If we don’t respect religioﬁs |

status quo we’ll

INTERIOR Minister Haim Ra-
mon said he 5 committed o0 the
statos guo on religious issues, and

i rze non-Orthodax

conversions tonducted in Isracl,
even if it makes Reform rabbis

angry.

Ramon, who spoke this week
to a group of 50 rabbis from the
US on a mission sponsored by
ARZA , the Reform Movement's
Ziopist organization, said iz an
interview that the reason the rab-
bis were angry wes that-he told
them the tmth, while others

bedged.
“They wented to bear what, to
my sorrow, other people say to
them withom any besis,” Ramon
said. “Itcﬂtbmgenugmh-
out apology, so
know who I am and I
Ramon insisted that the
Counrt of Justice decision
month regarding Eliane Gold-
stein — 2 nop-Jew from Brazl
converted to Judaism in 2 Re-
formcercmouyi_n!smelfhadnot

g

B

i

anthority to register Gokistein as
Jewish. Rather, be said, it had
given the Knesset six months in
which to act on this issme, and
thus he was waiting for the
Knesset.

Those who insisted that be reg-
istes Goldstein as Jewish, Ramon
said, were saying that he should
do exactly what they accased the
haredii::;::iormiﬁste:sofdomg
— using the bureancracy to estab-
Iish policy — except that they
wanted him to act in line with
their views.

High Court decision. That deci-

SBe'alSt.FDBTS‘IT ,Jerusalesm * - §
243555, 235627/6. Fax. 82-240713. 3}

get Netanyahu as PM

sion, Regev maintains, did not

set a time Hmit, and had only -

ruled that the British

ordinance, making the Chief-

Rabbinate the sole arbiter om
Jewish conversions in Israel, was
pot valid i relation to either the
Law of Return or the Population
Regev-saidthatthekAcm
given the ministry until the en
December to register Goldstein

as Jewish, before again resorting .

to the courts. Regev said that the
mingstry”s legal adviser had asked
for more time to study.the
decision. - .
Meanwhile, Ramon sni;:dthat
althongh the government did not
want to pass any religious legisla-
tion, it would if it was forced to
doso.justit:;dwhitofpassed
a law making the import of non-
kosher meat illegal after the High
Court had struck down a regnla-
uon 1o this effect.
"Such religions legislation did
not reflect his point of view, Ra-
_{Contizrned on Page 20)
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IRAQI President Saddam
Hussein is suffering from

img 10 Middle East sources
quoted by the London- -
based newsletter, Foreign
The cance;fxs described
as a form -of Hodgkin’s
Disease, which is not nec-
essarily fatal if detected at

Saddam is reported to be
receiving treatment from
European specialists, who
have been summoned to.

Among _the symptoms

fever, itching of the skin -
and enlargement of the
ymph nodes. . .
Saddam is said to be
receiving radiation
therapy and steroids,
which have left him -

slishtly bloated.
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US downpls chance

for Israel-Syria
breakthrough

Iran threatens Assad if he makes peace

THE US yesterday played
down chances of a quick
breakthrough in the Israch-
Syrian peace talks, now under
way in Maryland, saying no
dramatic results should be ex-

pected.

Secretary of State Warren
Christopher said that though
the talks had “gotten off to a
good start” Wednesday, seri-
ons progress could only be ex-
pected when he makes anoth-
er tour of the Middle East
‘mext month. )

Meanwhile, Iran’s mediz have
launched a public attack on Syria
over the talks, leading
Western observers to specalate
there may be a break between the
two countries.

The Teheran daily Abrar,
which reflects the views of Irani-

DOUGLAS DAVIS
and news agencies

month, when Damascns demand-
ed a halt to its operations in the
south Lebanon security zone duor-
ing Christopher’s visit to the
regon

In his statement to reporters,
Christopher said: “The pattern
bere is for there to be very wide-
ranging discussions and soan;:
tentative approaches made,
then when I go to the region P'm
able to confirm the approaches or

would counsel not expectin,
any dramatic results from Wyg
Plantation, and look toward my
trip in the hope that I can at that
been made,”

There has been no sign of a
change of position by ejther side.
Instead, there are signs that For-
eign Mmister Ehed Barak an-

" pered Syria by saying that Israel

would only reveal the extent of a
possible Golan pull-back when
Syria commits itself to full ties.

While the invective did not re- This has bes Tsraeli
fer directly to Syriau President position, bu:t[o;ﬁmeleli::h;mShi-
Hafez Assad, it contained an  15n Peres has soft-pedaled it in
oblique warning that Syrian lead-  jupke gince taking over after the
ess face ’Sﬂmlfﬂ“’”sﬂ assassination of Yitzhak Rabin.
an“’l‘hemabomb om in Ri In 2 commeptary that contrast-

Osion M Ri* o with recent npbeat statements

yadh [in November] showed what ;5 pamaseys, the official Syrian
on UrDgS.  Gaily Al-Baath accused Barak of

If the Damascos statesmen ig- “blackmailing Syria on some-
nore it, they will suffer the same. 00 which can Rever be a mbs

-1 1aic as

gi?'dent Anwar Sadat,” Abrar

It is thought that Teheran’s
outburst is related to a2 Syrian
crackdown on Hizbullah last

ject for. that — land.™
The paper also accused Israel
of obstructing the talks by “de-
manding the impossible.”
“Isracli officials are back to

putting forth issues and
which are very far from the core
of peace,™ Al-Baath said. “Israel
is posing demands which it knows
are not acceptable and cannot be
subject 1o discussion. These Is-
razli demands are forms of de-
manding the impossible.”

The paper did not spell out the
meli demands, nor the “serious

paper
could be taken at Maryland if
Israel commits itself to foll with-
drawal from the Golan Heights.
On the issue of water, Israel
also staked out a tongh position.
“Any fature border between
Istae]l and Syria must take into
account foll Israeli control of all

He also said he believed there
is no reason to link the date of the
elections to the negotiations with
Syria.

Meanwhile, Likad leader Bin-
yamiin Netanyahu declared that
he would not give up the Golan
or Israel’s non-conventional
weapons capability in retum for a
peace agreement that weunld in-
cinde Iran, fraq, and -Libya.

Netanyahu, ip:ahng to Rafael
employees at armaments de-
welopahier 3 -

NIS 6.00 (EILAT NIS.5.10)

ofAue,uid:z_ E Sost e

tastic peace agreemént cduld not
guarantee Israel’s security.
David Rudge contributed to this

Hawatmeh: I want to live under Palestinian

NAYEF Hawatmeh, leader of
the Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, told Is-
rael Radio and TV yesterday
from Damascas that he wants to
live ander Palestinian rule, but
violence is legitimate “‘until the
end of occupation.™

Hawatmeh had informed col-
leagnes in Israel that he was
willing 10 speak to the Hebrew
mediz to press his demand to be
allowed into the Gaza Strip.
Hawatmeh has made the re-
quest severa] times, usnally via
"French or Russian diplomats in
Damascus. This is the first ime
he made a direct appeal to
Israel.

Attempts by The Jerusalem
Postto speak to Hawatmeh were
Tebnffed by his staff, who twice
said he was in meetings but
wounld be available today, They
affirmed that Hawatmeh “wish-
es to go to Palestine,” but not
for a meeting of the Palestine
National Council, of which he is

Centarion
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not a member.

Hawatmeh said on Israel TV
that the PNC should only meet
in Tunis, outside the Palestinian
Authority’s self-rule territory.

A previous aitempt to talk to
Hawatmeh in 1994 during a
chance encounter in an elevator
in Amman was also rebuffed. At
the time, Hawatmeh was wary

of talking to Israeli journalists, .

The air force was pounding his
bases in Lebanon that day, and
his opposition to the Oslo Ac-
cords intensified his sus-
picions.

However, Hawatmeh was the
first PLO official to initiate
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meetings with Israelis in the ear-
ly 1970s, shortly before the
Ma’alot massacre on May 15,
1974, in which 24 schoolchildren
and three members of one fam-
ily were killed. !

Hawatmeh told Israe] Radio
that Ma"alot “‘was an exception.
Normally, we only attack mili-
tary targets.”

He offered no change in
DFLP policy toward Israel, call-
ing for “comprehensive talks to
achieve a Palestinian state by
the side of Israel. and the re-
moval of occupation and
settlements.”

The DFLP enjoys the support
of about 3 percent of West Bank
and Gaza Palestinians.
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Yote tampering leads

PALESTINIAN monitors called
yesterday for another legislative
council vote m Jerusalem and
Hebron, saying that there were
0o many doubis about fairess in
Jerusalem, and firm evidence of
vole tampering in Hebron.

The Palestinian Domeslic
Monitoring Committes said at a
news conference that the low
tunout in Jerusalem and Hebron
= 50% and 35% respectively —
was because of Isreeli police and
military presence, and was com-

pounded in Hebron by clear ir-
regularities in the ballotting.

The PDMC said there was
clear cvidence in ope ballot box
in Hebron of a discrepancy -be-
tween the unofficdal count con-

"ducted by candidates’ observers

and the PDMC, and with the offi-
cial count of the Central Elec-
tions Commission.

*“In polling station No. 57 in
Hebron, there was a difference of
60 to 70 votes between onr oum-
ber and the pumber which the

CEC had said Zakaria Odch,
of the PDMC. Odeh said it did
not look like an innocent comput-

eror. ““Thers is a political =

duecmntou,"hesald.

An officia] investigation seems
unlikely, however. CEC official
Gabi Baramki said ke uanderstood

there were some violations, but -

“'even if there were violations
they were not immense.”

. There were 200 boxes in He-
bron, Odeh said, of which 49
went astray for up to 24 hours. If

mmebuxwasmulh-

toring committee that has heard
similar complaints, joined the
PDMC in_ calling for the CEC to
investigate. S
But the CEC itsclf may not be
biameless. The PDMC charged

. that 2 CEC official filled out the

ballot of a blind man according to

the emor " erates,
phedSOfold,hamd,ttatcmM + two witnesses, ope of the voler’s -

hlsowuvoﬁngpmﬁum
Inthcmeul.’d:sabhdandﬂln-

there were supposed 10 be
dm:aandoneelemonofﬁml.

- Several 'Palestmmn election of -

ficials
lem’ Post that international ob- .
servers were ' not effective
‘becanse. they ‘were stationed only

mtowmandmtmmevﬂ]ags.
Carl Lidbom, head of the En-

.mpeanUmonobwvers.sudﬂns

wasmtune."Wehadpeople

o The Jerusa- -

.may oot have voted at all, be-
. éause they wers om” dnty dumde Party
-their areas, :

-.Im": Jernsalem Fatah FIDA
"candidate Zahira Kamal, - who

to call for revote inJ erusalem, Hebron

everywhexe,bnicunldnother.v- mmﬂmmk@'

' here. all the time.’ voter turnout low.

mmyvﬂ]agmthe?al&m_ ‘Iﬂﬂﬂ'sdnsnihnmdbytbeh—

" jan Police imerfered in the vol- _kudteﬂmgpet\plelheym)'

ing, Odeh said, and added that a Mmamtyhel nghsom[xftheyvme]
t

PDME spot myshowedthat_d:dhm p,’ g .s

licemen -
many of the 30,000 policemen complaiped. Palestinian People’s

candidate MnstafaBBargha
“outi and-independents Buscind-
Dokma: end Nadim Zarou said
théy believed that a chapge Oc-.
"lost by 104 votes, demanded 2

revotebamnseshcmdmemas- appeared to be wimning.

Intelligence chief
PA not working
agamst terror

HERB KEINON

THE Palestinian Authority is not
working against the iemor infra-
structure in the territories, but is
keeping it as a bargaining chip
with the Israchis, OC Intelligence
Maj.-Gen. Moshe Ya'alon re-
portedly told the Council of Jew-
ish Commuaities in Judea, Sa-
maria and Gaza yesterday.

Ya’alon was speaking at a two-
day meeting in Ariel organized
by the council to discuss the fu-
ture of settlements in light of the
cwTent situation, and to organize
for the upcoming elections.

According to Yechiel Lziter, 2
spokesman for the council, Ya'a-
lon said that Arafat has improved
his ability to fight teror, because
it is in his current imterest that no
aftacks be carried cut.

“Arafar has made a tactical,
not strategic, change,”” Leiter
said after bearing Ya'alon’s pre-
sentation. “‘His sirategy remains
the destruction of Isrzel.™”

Regarding Syria, Leiter quoted
Ya’'alon as saving that the Syrians
do pot bave the capacity today o

g0 10 war with Israel, even if they
do not get the Golan Heights,

In addition to Ya'alon, opposi-
tion representatives Ariel Sharon
from the Likud, Zevulun Ham-
mer from the NRP, Rehavam
Ze'evi from Moledet and Doron
Shmueli of Tsomet as well as
heads of the Golan Settlements
Committee met yesterday with
the settlement leaders. Likad
head Binyamin Netanyahu could
not attend the meeting, but sent
Sharoa in his stead.

The Council of Jewish Com-
munities in Judea, Samaria, and
Gaza ended its two-day meeting
in Ariel yesterday with a resolu-
tion calling uwpon the *pational
camp™ parties to meet and con-
sider running together as ome
facrion.

The council also called upon
the public and the right-wing po-
litical parties to rally around the

candidacy of Likud leader Binya- -

min Netanyhau, and said that it
will ealist its resources to further
Netanyahu’s candidacy.

Machpela Cave closed to Jews today

THE Machpela Cave will be
opened only to Moslems today
becanse of the Remadan holiday.
This is one of the 10 days during
the year when the Moskms have

PESSAH HOLIDAYS

Our holiday depariment is happy to anncunce a selection nfhohlsiurﬂn
fortheoming Passover holkiay, sutable io our customer’s requests.

KFAR HANOFESH NEVE YAM
Amhﬁyvﬁm&ﬁ;mmdmmam%mawwof

Wednuﬁumﬂunmamdmhmmhm

access to the entire cave.

There are also 10 days a year
when the entire cave is open only
to Jews.
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Aloni

boycotts
Meretz
executive

MICHAL YUDELMAN

COMMUNICATIONS and Sci-
ence Minister Sholamit Aloni
yesterday boycoted a meeting of .
Meretz's executive, which con-
vened for the first time since her
announcement last week that she
would not contend for her party’s
leadership nor mn on its Knesset
list.

Meretz is looking for a way to
keep Aloni active in the party and
prevent her from runpning her
own list in the next Knesset elec-
tions. .

The executive was to discuss
Aloni’s political position, but re-
frained from making any deci-
sions in her absence.

Aloni said at a meeting with
political reporters that she decid-
ed not to attend the meefing be-
caus¢ of the unpleasant atmo-

sphere.

“I kept reading all lmds of
anonymous statements of party
‘seniors” saying unpleasant things
about me, and the mectings- be-
came unpleasant,” she said.

She stressed that she remains a
member of Meretz, althongh she
is being widely encouraged to
form an independent list. She re-
fused 1o elaborate or her plams,
however, saying only: ““Yon can
be sure I won't be sitting at home

. aen
-

&mmmmmmmm“ammmwmmm!,mmwm

‘Palestine-Israel Journal.' Aloni, who announced last week that she would not be

sp'ot-ﬂleMemlz Iist, boycotied

mysmofmm’smmmmwwywm meetings ‘onpleasant.’

Aloni said, homu'. that she
would address the Citizens Rights -
Movement council on Sunday,
saying that “these are the people

1 have to answer to and they must -

know what I think.” The CRM.is
one of the component parties of
Meretz.

Aloni blasted a bill sobmitted

by MK Zevulun Hammer (Na-

tional Religious Party) that

would require a special majority
o make changes in religious leg-.

hgnlnmn,dmmmmaummrhe Amn'lsno ‘wildweed,"sha
._sﬂid,“bu:meu]nmatepmdna

basis_of origin, religion, and sex.-
Every amendment and by-iaw
will be suhject to -the religious -
coercion frevalent today. -

“Ifthsbillpmwems&y
goad-bye to our coliective credo
andallthengh&mtbeDeclm—
tion of Independence, and tum
into a halachic, scmrKhomemis—
tic state.”

- A.!oma]soexpressedﬂuyat
Meretz’s and the political Ieades-

of education, noting that Amir
“himself said thai- he wouki kill -

mrmdmﬂlcmmsm'my-.

amm&-ﬁauﬂaﬂ'
clemenmrysahoo!.b?h

amd i the wrmy, youlhre—
ceive 'a Bible. In 1990, the Bible

already incinded a' map of Great-
erIsradandGodsmdertoJosh-

-uammqwihewmm:y

' “Whendldonrymﬁ-wery

tke Declaration of . "

a5 our collective tredo?"? -
Aloni Iambasted Meretz's Jead-

babnesmdchlldmn-m:hecon«.j_

quest of the counrry.

Ea:herth:svmek.tfansmisof';'

Amir’s 1 by the Gen-
‘eral . Security - Service “were
-brought to court and reported n
. the Hebrew press. Amir ‘wis
quoted as saying ‘‘omce some-

thing is a mitzva, there is no ques-.

tion of morality. ¥ 1 were con-
quering the country, I'd bave-fo -
kill babies and children as it says

lslannn.whmhpassedaprdm shxpsaneepmnceoftheeduur ers, who she ‘said had dismissed
s R TN Book4f, Josima. T'd._do it
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Winning cards and numbers - - [- - NEWS INBBIEF
_
In last might's Payis Hazak 15970, 47293, 88587 73216, robbers elude Ouman mmqa] Buildmg

drawing, the holder of ticket
number . 835724 . won
NIS 1,000,000.

The holder of ticket mumber
411908 won a car.

Tickets numbered 630070,
416803, 152933, 733172, 253459,
709359, 371767 and 893200 woun
NISS,W. Those tickets ending
in 49085, 31164, 59004, 71656,
93171, 05518 39423, 91871,
07813, 34828, 54952, 591_43,

:- Please join mﬁrﬂtelazmchmgofspmlbml;img.

24159, 98431 and 57340 won
NISIOOD. Tickets ending in 708,

690, 657, 353, and 213 won -
NIS100. Tickets ending in 95,

99, 73, 12 and 40 won NIS 24,
Tickets ending in 6 and 4 wnn
NIS 8.

In yesterday’s M:fal Hapayis
daily Chance card- draw, the
lucky cards werc the king of
spades, quecn of hearts, king of |
dismonds and 10 of clabs, -~

pmmctsforthemhgwusZpru_bkcm. _
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*Which will take place, be’ezrat hashem,
"on Tuesday, January 30th,
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115 Hayarkon St., Tel Aviv.
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21:15 Presentation
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“of participated - -
. As of last night, however '
. thm llad bem no amsls.

.dozens of poh_ce_-_ ]

TWO armed robbers. -stole -.
NIS 40,000 from a.Discount

..Bank branch in Rishon ‘Lezion -
.- yesterday afternoon. They es- -
_caped on- g motm:yck, elncﬁng
- dozens of policemen. - -

Police patrols that. were con=

ducting an anti-terror drill not far
from the bank received word “of

" the robbery, sbandoned the exer-. . |

use,andbegmmseud:ﬁorthe-

motorcycle,

squad cars
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Ethiopian immigrants demonstrate outside the Health Ministry in Tel Aviv yestei'day. um)

‘an immigrants is

| Health Mlnlstry defends refusal
| to use blood of Ethiopian donors

FORMS filled out by blood do-
nors will from now on contaio a
sentence noting that “‘use of the
blood depends on medical con-
siderations.” This was decided
yesterday by Health Minister
Ephraim Sneh at the conclusion

. of a meeting of his advisory com-

mittee on immuno-hematology,
which convened to discuss the up-

" Toar raised by a Ma'ariv probe.

The newspaper disclosed that
most blood donated to Magen
David Adom by former Ethiopi-
ed be-
cause of the relatively high rate of
HIV carriers among them due o

%ot - their African origin — and that

Haggai Am1r wants GSS ewdence declass1ﬁed

HAGGAI Amir yesterday asknd
the Supreme Court to declassify
the information against him gath-
ered by the General Secwrity Ser-
vice, that he cannot de-
fend himself withont seemg
important evidence egainst him. -

Anorne} Moshe Meroz, repre-
senting Amir, said he does not
object if the GSS’s sources of in-
formation and methods of Opeza-
lion remain classified. -

However, he said, it is essennal
that ke know the contents of the
information, because otherwise,
there is no way for him to ques-
mm its valldny

“"No security reason, even the

" EVELYN GORDON

most weighty, is of more fmpor-
tance ... than tbe conviction of an
‘innocent man,”” Mernz wrote,
quoting a 1984 cnm:t verdict

-Mu'oz glso argned tha: xt is
-unfair for his client, who faces a
lengthy prison term if coovicted,
1o be deprived of this informs-
tion, when GSS officials will be
dllowed to make unse of it in their
defénse before the Shamgar

ig- * Commission, where the stakes

tant that justice not only-be dons,
but be seen to be dome, Meroz
added. :

are much lowc:
- Amjr is bemg charged vm.h

Amnallegedlymademe Gum-
dum buollets- used by his brother,
Yigal, to kill Rabin.

) noneoflhemwastold.()frhe

JUDY SIEGEL

60,000- immigrants, 520 have
been found to be ATDS camiers,
a rate 50 times that of other Israe-
lis.

Sneh declared that the existing
policy of not routimely using
blood from high-risk groups, in-
cluding homosexuals and drug
addicts, wes justified. There is a
“window” of time, betwesn sev-
eral weeks and six months, dur-
tng which antibodies to HIV are
not distinguishable, but the per-

The minister said MDA will
continue to freeze rare blood do-
nated by former Ethiopian Jews;

ﬁtbeymmmﬁodonaleagams:x
months later and are till HIV
free, the initial donation may be
used. '

These policies will be assessed
dn a year on the basis of the latest

On the basis of professional ad-
vice he received, Sneh said it is
impossible to heat blood from
high-risk donors to kill viruses.
International regulations bar this,
he said. In addition, plasma that
is heated loses its anti-coagulant

All doners, includiag those
whose blood is not used, will be

entitled ¢ 2 year's blood msor-
ance, Snch said.

Demoanstrations against
MDA’s “racist”™ policy were held
yesterday by former Ethiopian'
olim and by Meretz youths at the
Health Ministry and MDA’s cen-~
tral blood bank.

However, MDA blocod servmes
director Dr. Amnon Ben-David,
a member of the advisory com-
mittee, s2id this body provided
full backing for the policy of not

-using the blood of high-risk

groups.

MDA had chosen not 1o tell
bigh-risk groups that their blood
was not likely to be used *‘so as
not to embarrass them,” he said.

‘Ma’ariv’ report will stigmatize Ethiopian immigrants

JUDY SIEGEL

MA'ARIV mvestngatwe Teporter
Ronel Fisher is to be commended
for discovering a few months ago
that the Tonova dairy in Rehovot
was adding an illegal silicone
conrpound 1o its long-life milk.

But his *‘‘revelation’” om
Wednesday thet most blood do-
nations by Ethiopian Jewish im-
migrants are destroyed did a
srext disservice io this noble and
long-suffering ethnic community.
It was unfair to Magen David
Adom as well.

The Ethiopian Jews who dem-
onsirated yesterday against
MDA and the Health Ministry on
the grounds that they were ““in-
sulled™” wonid have been wiser to
bold a solemn protest at Ma’ariv.
The. newspaper forced officials to
disclose what shonld have been
kept quiet: that members of this
community ~ who come from Af-
rica where AIDS is endemic — are
5D times mbre likely to be HIV
carriers than other Israelis. The
medical establishment knew this;

‘se did immigration officials,
health reporters and most of the
immigrants themselves.

Health officials consistently
discouraged journalists from
writing about this so as not lo
stamp the immigrants® with a
“*mark of Cain.”” By obliging
them, the journalists did not en-
danger public health, as the like-
lihood of sexval contact between
non-Ethjopians and Ethiopians is
minuscule. The only other mode
of transmission is blood trapsfu-
sion — and MDA’s policy of de-
stroying most of their blood (ex-
cept rare types, which are later
re-checked) rules this out as well

Individual Ethiopian immi-
grants rarely go to an MDA
branch to donate blocd. The hun-
dreds of donations from this com-
mumity result from organized vis-

its by soldiers. Should MDA have
singled ont Ethicpian Jews from
among the soldiers and told them
o go home because they are at
high risk for AIDS?

No - jusi as homosexpals and
drug abusers who identify them-
selves as such aren’t singled out
and embarrassed.

In every case, high-risk donors
arc given a year's blood insurance
for their goodwill, even if their
blood is not nsed.

MDA’s refusal to use the blood
for transfusions is not racist but
good public-health policy.

Newspapers can be expected to
uacover information using

sneaky tactics, but there are

limits.

According to MDA blood ser-
vices director ,Dr. Ampon Ben-
David, Fisher told him he was

coming with a- team (which, it~
turned ont, included a former”
Ethiopian immigrant as a test -
case) for a siory that would pro- -
mote blood donations. They fol- v
lowed what was done to the black -
man’s blood and published the .

news, complete with photographs

of the rejected pint.

It is unfortunate that neither
Health Minister Ephraim Sneh
nor Absorption Minister Yair -
Tzaban had the courage — in an
election year — 10 criticize the
powerful newspaper for its’
iim

Instead, they criticized MDA. .
for ““lying” o the immigrants. .

Sneh “*solved” that problem by
instructing MDA to insert a sen- .
tence in donor forms declaring
that acceptance of blood depend- |
ed on medical requirements. In -
effect; this is only a nominal.-
change. The upshot of the affair .
is the further stigmatizing of Ethi-
opian Jewish immigrants. r

Rafi Friedan withdraws
petition to High Court

EVELYN GORDON

ACCUSED wiretapper Rafi

Friedar yesterday withdmw a pe-

tition 10 the Righ Totst of Justice'
asking- that his indictment: be cim-
celed, after the justices made it

meant solely - to obtain . evidence
“Ma’ariv: publisher Ofer-
Nimrod, ‘who" allegedly ‘commls: -

-siomed - the -two- to wiretap some--

100 .individagls and companies.

Youth Aliya transfer finalized
~ reform will save $60 m.

BATSHEVA TSUR

ARRAN EthNI'Sfurtheu'ansferonnlthAl!xan'omﬂleJewmh
- Agenicy o'thé Educations’ wele'

-1.,

yesterday.,
nemskrlspanofthemﬁmpmglumthatw@snvethehard-

strapped Witncy sohie $60 milbon.
. 'The reform, worked ot with the late prime minfsfer Yitzhak Rabin-
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elections for the presidency of the
Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian
Council seem to have become part of
contemporary mythology. Their results, widely
described as the happy outcome of a democratic
process, have been hailed by everyone who
counts, from Prime Minister Shimon Peres to
former president Jimmy Carter and President
Bill Clinton. Evea jailed Hamas leader Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin, despite the supposed Hamas
boycott of the elections, congratulated Yasser
Arafat on their success. They proved that Pales-
tinian society was democratic, Yassin said.

These sentiments were echoed on Wednes-
day by Environment Minister Yossi Sarid, who
told the Knesset that the government views the
elections as ““a great success for the Palestinian
Authority, Yasser Arafat and the political pro-
cess in general...The elections were in effect a
referendum which approved the Oslo agree-
ments, reinforcing Arafat’s position and the
democratic character of the autonomy in pubfic
opinion in Isrzel and the world.”

But a preliminary report issued yesterday by
the Palestiniae Domestic Monitoring Comumit-
tee (PDMC), an organization of Palestinian
volunteers officially empowered to monitor the
elections, casts doubt on the vote’s validity.
Like other observers, the PDMC enumerates
irregularities, including cases of ballot boxes
left unguarded, gone missing, or counted with-
out representatives of the candidates or other
monitors being present. These are confirmed
also by the Israeli Peace Watch observers: *‘Re-
ports of unsupervised ballot boxes and papers,
and of incompiete or wmissing polling station
protocols, are numerptls and widespread.”

\*Eof the most disturbing aspects of the

continning Ressian conflict with Chech-

nyarsrhe way President Boris Yeltsin is
allowing himself to drift iowards appeasing the
[ lowest Common denominator of pelitical pow-
er-seekers in Moscow. Courcil of Europe par-
liamentarians vesterday lashed out at Russia for
its brutal policy of force against the Chechens as
the council debated whether to grant Russia the
membership it covets.

The terrorist act of the Chechen rebels in
taking hostages camnot, of course, be condoned.
But a democratic state is expected to avoid
actions bordering on open warfare in dealing
with such a crisis. The Kremlin opted for nsing
the maximum of brutal brawn and the minimum
of brains in confronting the Chechen rebels.
When the londest praise for the unprecedented
military assdult on the village of Pervomays-
kaya came from Vladimir Zhirinovsky, it
should have generated alarm rather than satis-
faction in the presidential office.

The enonmous difficulty of bandling such &
major terrorist action is understood in Russia
and abroad. Soch understanding, however, did
not give Yeltsin license for unbridled brutality.
The only ones encouraged by the outcome of
-the conflict have been the Chechens. Public
opinion in Dagestan at first supported strong
measures against the rebels, but the wanton
destruction wreaked on their village and the
total disregard for the ttrned them
instead into sympathizers with the Chechen
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The election myth

But the Palestinian monitors add to these
cases a fraud no other group has mentioned: in
filling their ballots, illiterate voters were assist-
ed by relatives or agents of candidates who, as
the report puts it, did not “‘respect the wishes™
of the voters they were heiping.

Had these frauds been isolated manifesta-
tions, they conld have bel::fﬁaﬂn'buwd ;o the
organizers’ inexperience, cieacy and con-
fusion. But they fitted the pattern of manipula-
tion and intimidation of both candidates and the
press which characterized the elections through-
oui.

Criticisms voiced by the European-based or-
ganization ‘‘Reporters Sans Fronfieres™ con-
veyed the atmosphere in which the elections
were held. The Palestinian press and radio sta~
tions, said the organizatior, failed to provide
rugning of the election story because
they feared the Palestinian Police. Unlike the
European Union’s official cbservers, who spent
a few days (mostly in the cities, pot the villages)
ensuring that voters couid cast theix ballots

unmolested, the organization’s representatives

understood that what Happened in the polling
areas was only a tiny part of the story.

Confirming these charges, Palestinjan human
rights activist Bassam Eid said the suppression
of ournahsfsandhumannghtsactmstsbythe
PA is “like it is in Iraq and Syria.”

Regrettably, both Israe] and the international
commuaity seem far Jess interested in the dem-
ocratic than in ensuring that Arafat’s
power is bolstered. But none of the post-clec-
tion celebrants scems to wonder what it will be
like for Israel to abut a police state *‘like Traq
and Syria*’

Unleashed brutality

fight against Russian dominance.

Those from the embattied iiberal camp on the
Russian political scene were equally sickened,
not just by the inept and brutal military action,

bt by Thie SOVIEFStyte politicalmendacity with |

which it was executed. Yeltsin and his officigls
were accused of deliberately avoiding a polm-
cal settlement with the Chechen leadership, of
breaking their word on earlier understandings
with them, and of lying consistently about the
aims and progress of the ion.

The destruction of Pervomayskaya to solve a
hostage crisis mirrored the destruction of Groz-
ny to end the Chechen rebeilion. Neither opera-
tion solved the immediate problem, nor the
long-term one. The Chechens released 45 civil-
ian hostages Wednesday but continue to hold
around 60 Russian police zand power workers.
With gross insensitivity, Moscow has added to
the disgust in Dagestan by accusing hostages of
collaborating with the rebels — based on no
more evidence than the hostages® reports that
the captors treated them well.

A year of destruction lies behind Russia’s
handling of the Chechen crisis and an uncertzin
future with more of the same lies before it. The
Russian leadership has failed to learn from
Soviet history that sheer brutality as a policy is a
recipe only for escalating disasters. Yeltsin
himself defied tanks in the 1991 abortive coup
against Mikhail Gorbachev. He cannot be sur-
prised if the Chechens have learned from that a

lesson about standing up to oppression.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I

UNMITIGATED DISASTER

IDENTIFICATION TAGS

Sir,—ThisSnndafyﬂ]t:eubinethas
on its agenda ane 0 maost impor-
tant issues in the life of Israelis for
the foreseeable future. It is an 11th-
“hour rethink abont Road No. 6, the
Trans-Israel Highway.

Permiis have already been grant-
ed, and building is about to begin.
But there has been almost no ic
debate on & scheme tha will

the face of Israc] dramatically and
mvombly.and%mand
organizations are u
mthefaqthanhxsmg!mllbeas
umnitigated disaster.

The road is designed to bring
commuters from Galilee and the
south of Israel rapidly to the center.
It is intended to be a highway with
up to 12 lanes ip some places, 26
intersections covering a lotel of
37,000 dugams with asphalt. There
will be Los Angeles-style strip de-
velopment along the 243-km road.
Some 10 percent of the Jand area of
Isreel will be affected by the fallout
from the road ~ destruction of na-

small country. it will - rapidly in-

crease suburbzpization of the center
of Israel. It will bring more peopie
and more industry to the n

E

Galilee, already affected by rapid

industrialization. It will force even-

greater reliance on cars for trans-

port, mar, the public trans-
port services even further,

g
1

'Ihelrony:sthatntmay
achieve what it set out lo
search has shown that m
encourage more <ars and more
use. All the cars brought inio
center by the new road will just pi
up there, making it no faster to get
into Tel Aviv than today. The road is
planned at a time when European
govemnments are realizing that they
have made some grave miscaicula-
tions in assuming that the way to
move people around the covniry and
into the cities is by b more
roads.lnsmadlheyamauempungto
public transport and initiate
new high-speed il links.

- Dr. STEPHEN FULDER

ﬁe
iy

E%E

ture, noise, dust, etc.. Board Member,
But the problem is not only the Citizens for the Environment
massive enviroomental deteriora- at the Galilee
lion that such a road will cause in&8 ~ Mitzpe Abirim.
ENCOURAGING EMIGRATION

Sir, -1 feel saddened every time T
;;e mgge advert:;iient offering
..m e Espﬂﬁan]f
when it is displayed on your front
page (December 29). Should we be
encouraging our citizens to regard
the right to five and work in the US
assomehndofwondcrflﬂpnze
I personally consider it a great
pm:legetolrvemlmal.evenm

these difficalt times, and I think the
advssendmgnverywronghnd?f
message especially io young pegpie
who are already tibie {0 the
lure ofmgslo:he East and
exotic destinations after their army
service. .

DVORA WAYSMAN
Jetusalem.

tion, the polme were in sp!endld
winter raimeqt. A lead police offi-
cia] said the identification
tags were not visible because they
did not have them for waterproof
ouler garments.

Come now! Those coats could
have embedded name-tag holders.
Even simpler would be fior palice to
wear lumingscent waterproof arm-
bands with appropriate
identification,

Apparently their dasire is to avoid
required identification and, counter
to regulations and civil rights, they
are succeeding.

JOSEPH LERNER,

Direczor,

independent Media Review and
Jerusalem.

BROKEN LAND

Sir, — In an amazing volte-face,
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin told a Jerusa-
Jem meeting that a broken land and a
whole people are better than 2 bro-
ken people and 2 whole land (News
in Brief, January 2).

Does Rabbi Riskin, whose opin-
ion I have so far always valved very
much, not understand that there can
be no “‘whole™ mn a broken
land just as there can’t be a
“whole'" spirit in a broken body?
Has ke forgotien bow close we came
to being a broker peaple in 2,000
landless years?

R WILLERS

Wembley Perk, Middx.

o
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The Joker m the house

FOR some months now, the

Syrien issue has been buf-
feting the Ismeli ‘public be-
tween hope and despair. From
dawn fo dusk, reports are fol-
lowed by denials; ‘‘break-
throughs’” alternate with disap-
pointments; and mipisters
compete with each other to issue

" contradictory staiements.

Only Syrian dictator Hafez As-
sad keeps siflent Knowing the im-
portance Isracl attaches o sige-
ing agreements before the
elections here and in the US, he
observes our scrambling with
contempt. He sees Israel’s re-

proposals, he knows where our
government is m:sleadu:lg the
public.

Any political negotjations must
matter to the citizens of the com-
tries involved. Agreements be-
tween bitter encmies must matter
even more. And when Isras] k
required to pay for ap agreement
by withdrawing to the June 4,
1967 lines znd to recognize Syr-
ia"s occupation of Lebanoan, -the
negotiations must. become top
priority in everyone’s mind. Re-
sponsible people must demand
answers to the following:

¢ The

peace
Amb countries. Some even men-
tion all 21 Assb states. Has the
govemnment conditioned ifs. egre-

giops concessions io Syria on oth- -
er countries signing pacts with Is- -

rzel, or is Jerusalem simply

wishing for this happy catcome?

AHIEL SHAHON

Amﬂleaddmomlcnnnmal-‘.
'madyn:gotlanngmthlsnd,aud

do their signatures only await .
Syria’s? We know the answer: -
is no such condition.

AndwtaIwillhamenlf,nfmt'._
we sign with Syria and make all

thie concessions, the Saudis, or
Yemenis, or the Gulf countries,
pose other condifions, such as Is-
raeli concessions in Jermsalem,
.and/or consent to the retum of
altllostamilhonl’alesumanr:ﬁx-

feasive capability by cating thel
annedﬁncui" ; _

_I-‘OI.D()WING the latest Katyu-
sha attacks, the government

Jondly proclaimed that this tme, -
-ihnSynmwem?otmsponsible

for Hizbullsh’s aggression. This
unphu that the wreiched slogan .
“only--a polmal solution can
prewent terrorism ‘from Leba-
"—lslasﬂunvahd. ’

The desire to produce: good news’ :
before elections has led to: slopplness_

in dealing wrth Syna
geas, as Arafat is demandiug?' But nls this s tbal has
Anj are Irag and included beenomof:hemamumems
mprlstates?Ifnot,howwi!l f with from - the Golan.-
thepr rejection of the agreements How will a . **political -solution™
thy affectorganmhons

ermment couditioned the with-
drawal from the Golan Heights

on' the evacunation of Syrian

forces from Lebanon?

& Has this govermment linked
the [DF’s withdrawal from the

Syna s pruence in santhcm
Im may become a barier

to any activity by s against those -
groups. “Even- today’ we find .it -

dzfﬁmlt to strike at Hizbullih .

Fir b ot oy

pmnoe.()rdoesﬂle

mentmmndmpmvmsmmdo-

ployment -in - southern - Lebanon?

- And;xfso,whowillpm_entur-
in. rorism from there?. .

‘@ Has the guwmnum"demand-

of cards

, ed that Syria eliminate the terror-
ist organizations ther¢ and in
Lehanon as 2 condition for con-
tinuing ncgounnons"

® Has it required that Syria re-

wm captured IAF navigator Roo

. Arad, and the other MiAs? Has it

conditioned its willingness to
withdraw on this?

| @ Has this goverament coosid-
ered the moral issue of gtantmg
legitimacy to the .occupation of
Lebanon by Syra? Is this oot 2
flagrant example of “ruling over
‘another peopla" or is such -
junction only needed to persuade
Jews w© give up arcas of their

" homeland - essential for its exis-

_tence as an independent state?

. .» This government also preach-
&s ecosomic relations in the Mid-
dle East, including joint vesmtures
on the Golan with Syria. Has it

't'nought pe:haps about a slow.

in stages, condition-

‘el on the development of eco-

nomic relations between Israel

and Syria? Perhaps the slogan

- shonld be: ““The depth of the

Withdrawal will equal the depth
‘of economic ties?”

~ None of these questions has

. been - asked by .the government.

-Jsrzel has made no . demands of

Syria. So overwhebming is its wish

10 reireat, ‘to produce “good

news” on the eve of elections in

negouamns, endangering Isra-
ok g d il . Ky
of it is
constructing’ a valnerable, peril-
ous’hme of cards. - .

ﬂem aL;hd.ﬂﬂ(',u'a

And we

1960s, barely a week went by
when I wasn’t arrested for
participating in some sort of pro-
test -rafly. Whenever 1 went to
join -2 demonstration agaimst gov-
ernment policy, I assumed that ‘I

INﬂ:eAmimofﬂum’iy'_

might spend a night or two m jail. .

Never once did any of my com- -

rades-in-arms claim that either
the state or federal government
was violating democracy by pros-
ecoting those of us involved in
disruptive acts of civil disobedi-_

" ence.

Even at the height of the civil
rights protests in the South, with
all the rancid prejudice and vio- |
lence that threatemed civil rights

workers, the legal right of the

judicial system to arrest and pros-
ecute us was not
Contrary 1o this understanding
of protest, those in Israel who
commit an illegal act do not ex-
pecttoﬁmthecomaqumsof

oo the Toads within hours of their

violation: tax offenders go

Moteover, political leaders -
found guilty of grave violations of )

trust stll oceupy seats of power.
Long after the Agranat Commis-
sion issucd fis devastating inguiry
into the Yom K:ppur War,
Moshe Dayan fonod himself sery-
ing as foreign minister in Mena-
chem Begin's government. De-
spite the Kahan Commission’s

accord fo those who would refuse '

——— ____‘_____,._..,..__.___.--..-....——-.- m——

e —— T

e ¢
- ——

call ourselves a democracy

DAVID FOHMAN

precedeiice. over

loyslties. | -
'Iheptoblemariscswhenwc

- ‘believe that- a democratically b:
elected ~governmient- kas no right

to respond.” And here we can

thank our government for this =

misguided attitnde, -for both the
right and the Jeft ‘have been treat-
ed ‘gingerly by the authorities

when either side tagaged in pub-

) natlona.l .

is
who pruten nor those against
wﬁum ﬂ:e protest is directed. The
that . our. govment

We lIsraelis simply do not l!ke having
to take responmblhty for our actlons

" divine und:rstaudlng that it
-sbould do nothing, is unhealthy

mag- .
-for the workings of democracy. -

er held accounntable, nor were
settlers chastised for their pro- .
vocative behavior in the -Arsb

market of Hebron. Moshe Le- -

It is the tension that exists be-

. tween’ citizens and their elected
' -goverament Oa copltroversial

matters that strengthens democ- -
racy. And that tension is ex--
pressed through legitimate pro-.

Jest and an equally legitimate .

govemmenmlresponse.
I'hedangur,ufcome,hesm

‘avmcnononmepmtofthe

AS A FIRE killed his sister and
cousiti, ‘Kenneth Jamos' was rob-
bing the home of uext-door
ncighbors ‘who were trying to°

_save them. -

Whenthe_lamuhouseml’hﬂ-

“adelphia erupted i flames, Don soft
and Cynth:a Stephens Tan 1o

""Idun’tregretuaumgm
help them,” Mrs. Stephens said.
“Tm just sorry he didn’t think
emushofbxshmeasterandh:s

- into MISSOUH
:.Texas bcfore bemg returned to

-build,”” Benton
¢ 535, investi to
. ship said. gator Sam Blamn_

f- .'_Ol:t ot‘ Caphv:ty and

anﬂmonnes.lntheus,mwlnghxs
. workers and Vietnam protesters

.wereoﬂmvncumsufbrmhty

" Many times we were arrested be-

cnnseofovemalouspohccreac-

- ‘ion rather than because of ‘any
. legal violation of a particular

state’s Jaw regarding public dem-

We were also aware that there
could be violent reactions by oth-
er members of society who dis-’
agreed with our palitical posi-
tions. We expected the
authorities to deal with those

‘people. Too often, that was not
. the case. In fact, in some In-
'stances,thnmnhonnesmsugated

the violence.

And, while frequenily havmg
to atitack the authoriies on
levels, nevertheless, we under-
stood that the very ect of civil
dispbedience wonld most likely

.msult in an amrest. We kiew we

were not above the law.

In Israel, this truth simply does
not apply. Those who run-the
government and those who nm

“‘emareeq’uaﬂymblame'

for an > situation,

" The writer is spokesma
Rﬂbbﬂjbrﬂunm Righss. " for

AMANWASabduuedand

,masuncaseforfourdaysbefm

-his captars into teleasin
hlm b.'f damllllg hé wanted to jon%
in cime. © -
' Jason Stanley, 21, was n
-sided. suiicase whﬂekegme:
Okiahoma apa

Hes about six-foot (1.8
ters), but he’s got a(slen:l:;
County, ' Arkan-

Sm[“?smpfﬂherwas fold 10

. 'paysmﬂn(]otmzskguf

Telease.
y talked hig way
contacpe&_i
kg, demonstrated for a:f.}'l:::ezg

he was stored in
mWImgmtoafeta] | e sultcase,
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t political card |

Poten

LI

dE'N Freih Aby Me-
Aeln. the Palestinian
uthg

i rity’s  Jusii
Cl;ill'll':sslel;’ l_ci:t;:lrnparecl inlifal;:
- a N mum i
;l::!ltfni\;lmls:er David Liba*i gajd
bk te Israelj Dublic wasg
Indeed. th
Universal. g ;

It is relevan 10 recall that when

the State of Israe] was declared in

870.00_0 Jews l}:il:lmtjl‘:i;nm
¢ Today, :
main, largely in North Africa and
tSé"r;a. They are remnants of illilns—
e ol; al:'s ancient commnpities
than 1,000 i
] Years before the rise of
Of those who lefi following gx-
CESSEs perpetrated agaipst them
n the wake of the rising tide of
radical Arab nationalism (tmistak-
enly referred to as ““fundamental-
15m," a Christian concept forei
1o Islam), over 200,131? legtmi%:'

the Americas or other Western -

countries. The lion’s share —
some 600,000 souls — came tp Is-
rael. Today, they and their prog-
€Ny comprise close 1o half the
popu_lauon of the Jewish state
(noi including Jews from Iran).
Was it because this wansfer of
whole communities took place
when the tragedy that befell Eu-

ropean Jewry was still fresh that

the suffering of Jews in Arsb
lands left its impress neither in
the contemporary amnals of the-

Jewish people nor on the con- °

scionsness of the free world?

When the ma'abaror (transit

camps) wers erccted 0 provide
temporary shelter, similar camps
were sel up in nej .Agab
countries for the Arab refugees
who fled this country. This
should have been recognized for
whal it was: ap imeversible ex-
ckange of populations. The re-
tention of the Amb refopess as
political pawns should pot have
heen tolerated by either Israsl or
the “*enlightened™ world.

ory dates back more '

MALKA H. SHULEWITZ

Only 27 years after the firgt
waves of Jewish refogees from
Amb comatries landed on Isradl's
shores, an' indipenous’ feadership
developed to take op the ‘cudgels
Of'lt‘l‘lveei_r cause, or 50 it scemed.

‘iwenly Years ago, in the winter
of 1975, 3 s )

(WOJAC) held its founding con-
vention iz Paris. It was attended
by 90 delegates born in cight

Arab countries. The largest dele--

gation hailed from Tsrzel and was

led by M_ordechai_ Bén-Porat,

then deputy Knesset spéaker.

THE ARABS' discomfort soon..
became azpparent, as it did om -

many subsequentf_pcmsions. ‘I‘he

Why hasn't Israel or
the US reminded
Arafat or Abu Medein
* about crimes
committed
against Jews in _ -
Arab countries? .

Iragi government placed large

advertisements in major Europe--

an smewspapers inviting the Jews
to return. On the first night of the
coavention a PLO press release,
Issued through Reuters in Beimt,
was read from the platform. Tt
called-upon 2ll-Jews who had left
Arab coumtries to “‘retom and ex-
ercise their rights.” -
WOJAC's rejoinder termed
the PLO message “a czll to return
to oppression, degradation and
dism'imh;_ﬁon. as well as to the
ermnlts Syziz gallows
A hair-raising flm, Dhimmis —
-To Be A Jew in an Arab Land;
documenﬁng the Ppogroms, mock
trials, concentration camps and
other suffering that was again the
fate of the Jewish people’s most
‘ancient diaspora under Moslem

mle, bad iis preview. Like the

the World Organization ~

of Jews from Arab countries

tribopal held at the 1986 confer-
ence in Washisgton, the flm was
given flesh and blood as witnesses
from the different Amb couniries
came to the podium to give evi-

- dence. They spoke of mass po-

groms, of rape, torture and mwr-

innocent. - -

der. No Arab country was °

But the -me_dia w_a.sn‘t mur.'h._

"moved, not, in Paris;. Washington

ar Tel Aviv..Nor &id a simgle
- Arab or breast-beating buman -

sorrow at

Moslem injustices (o Jews, It had -

all happened so often before!

.- Where were the governments
of Israel, Labor and Likud alike, -

that never made it an obligatory

.subject for Israel’s diplomats and -

emissaries? Those of us who have
lectured on it both here and

‘- abroad were always asked the
. same question: ‘““Why haven’t we -
been given these facts before?*

. Why not indeed? Would they

.have cast a shadow on a process

that has become our man objec-

tive? How can there be peace

without justice?

. A small example: We gave
- back all archeological finds from
- Sinai to the Bgyptians, bat bave

been mable to secure the return

_of precious ancient Torah scrolls

in the now empty synagogues of

Cairo and Alexandria,

WOJAC's demand for a voice
in the “‘peace process” was belat-
edly taken up by the Likud’s ne-
gotiating {eam in Washington fol-
Iowing the Madrid Conference.
The present government, in dis-
cussing the return of Arab refo-
gees who could undermine the
shrinking Jewish state, hasn’t
played this potent political card,
which represents a just cause. -

Twenty years after WOJAC's
foundation, it is time oor govern-
"ment studied the facts compiled
by the organmization and made

them internationally known..

Then, perhaps, not only the Isra-
el public but Abu Medein and

Yasser Arafat — and even the US-

. government — will be shocked.

The writer is a founding mem-
ber of WOJAC and serves on iis
Israel Executive.

‘That vital focus:

STORY will not judge
Shimon Perss and the
leaders of our time

by ther successes or falhmes in
relations witk the Arab world,
but rather by their ability 10 forge
a sense of unity and purpose
among, Israclis.

The assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin and the bitterpess within
Israeli society demogstrate that
the threat to Zionism and Jewish
survival from within is at least a5
great as that from without. :

As the specessor not only of
Rabin, bmni also of Theodor
Herzl, Chaim Weizmann, and,
most important, David Ben-Gur-
jon, Peres has both the historic
obligation and the oppormmity to
lounch a revival of the Zionist
movement and a redefining of its
objectives.

Unjess the political leadership
is able o repair the damtage and
drifi of the past three decades,
whatever accomplishments are
made in the peace process will be
short-lived. If lsrael is perceived
as divided, lacking in purpose
und resolve, and vulnerable,
peace agreements will be shred-
ded quickly, 2nd war will retom
in full foree.

[ronically, even H Peres’s first
priority Is directed owtward, fo
reach any lastipg agreements with
Syria or in the status
negotiations with the Palestin-
jans, he will Grst have w0 focus
inward

Unfortanately, in ihe first
three months folowing the assas-
sinaiios, Peres, as well as Haim

Ramoun, Ephbraim S_neh, Yosst -

bave focused in the wrong direc-
tion, and haven't even shown that
they paderstand the f;bl::; e
This government -
gouaumssm with Syria and coordi-
nation with the PLO its first and
sxclusive priority. While ob-
sessed with boflding a **New Mid-
dle East™ and roads w link Tel
Aviv and Damascus, Peres and
his colleagues have ignored the
fundamental problems faced by
the Jewish people apd Zionism at
the begianmg of the J1st century.
(These issues kave been left to
Yehuda Amital 2ad Yessi Beilin,
hoth mipistess without portfolio.)

TO REVERSE the infolerance
and Zivisipas, the active leader-
ship aad participation of the
prime minister and other political
leaders i reguired.

This doss m meao that nego-

tiatiors with Syria and implemen-
1al0z of the Oslo agreements
should siop, ooly that Peres give

E- ke, A .. = s . -

at least equal priority ®© internal
Israeli and Jewish issnes, .
On this score, the alternatives

proposed by Binyamin Netan- -

yahu and the Likod are no differ-
ent. The leadership of the opposi-
tion is at leasl as fixated on the
external agenda as the pgovemn-
ment. Netanyahu's public state-
ments, end the emphasis given to
the renewed demonsirations
against the peace process, do mot
demonstrate that muech thought

Fixated on the
external agenda,
the major parties
ignore the social

and cultural chasms
that divide Jews

{ Downtown Jerusalem.

has been given to the steps neces-
sary 1o restore pational anity.

Of course, respoasibility for
developing this national renais-
sance does not lie exclusively
with politicians. It exiends 1o
educators, religions leaders, au-
thors, artists, and even joumal-

The refigious and settler orga-
pizations have begun a process of
seH-examination, and, along with
Peace Now, have acknowledged

p the basis for reslorhig ua-
fional unity and a sexnse of

purpase. . .

The key to this process Is a
revival of the broad-based and
historic goals of Ziomism. Al-
though the remnants of the Jew-
ish people have a physical and

For your shopping
convenience :
THE JERUSALEM POST}
BOOEK DEPT.
is open Sun. - Thur.,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fridays 8:00 a1m. - 1:00 pm.

10 Harav Kook St. 2

Tel. 02-241282
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i ajlisioe ot R
political “HomE that is, for now;’
relatively safe, the Jewish renais-

" sance sought by Ahad Ha'am and

many other founding fathers has

by a secular community that has
been systematically stripped of
any ‘knowledge or interest in Jew-
ish history or culture. At the
same time, the smaller religious
community has become exclusi-
vist and messianic. To repair the
damage and restore the common
sense of national purpose, the
two comniunities nmst cooperate
in developing a viable Jewish cul-
ture and society.

The responsibility for presenfor th:;
ing and ering support i

. ﬁ‘:;hwim Isracl’s political
leadesship. The upcoming elec-
tion campaign provides a unique
opportunity for both Peres and

MNetanyzhn, as well as members -

of the Enesset and other politi-
ciams, to demonstrate their ability
to lead the Jewish people and
Israel, and to bridge the social
and cultural chasms that divide
this couniry and threatea i1ts
future.
" If these critical issaes of nation-
al pmpose and direction are ig-
nored, and if the campaign is divi-
sive and only increases the splits
and intolerance, whoever wins
will end up with a government,
but without a nation to govern.
The writer is a senior research
associate ai the BESA Center for
Straregic Studies, Bar-ilan

University.
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UPPORTERS of thze health

ministei’s bill on sumogate

motherhood say that the
state must legalize sumogacy be-
cause a couple’s antomatic right
to parenthood outweighs the ta-
boo on exploiting a person’s
body, even with his or her
consent.

But a closer examination of
surrogacy reveals a clash with
four enlightened social principles
that have taken centurics to de-
~velop. These principles can be ex-
pressed in terms of four prohibi-
-ticns: human experimentation;
selling children; selling the parts
each of these prehibitions: S

"Bearing a ckild ot behialf of an:
infertile conple is a continuous
medical experiment on the smro-
gate mother’s body. The experi-
ment includes each stage of preg-
nancy. Ii starts from the hour the
fertilized egg is implanted in the
surrogate mother’s uterus via a
surgical process, ard coatinues
throughour the pregnancy, with
constant examinations of the
pregnancy’s progress and the
woman’s health. .

The oregnancy’s effect on the

surrogate mother’s mental and
physical health is also an exper-
ment, since pregnant women un-'
dergo hormonal changes that
vary in their effect on each wom-
an.
* The birth is a medical experi-
ment, as it is impossible to know
in pdvance whether it will be a
patural birth, or if a cesarian sec-
tion will be required.

And I there is any danger dur-
ing the birth, this rzises a ques-
tion: Who has the right to make a
medicsl * decision — the infertile
couple, or the snrrogate mother?

Selli Hild including in-
fants only a few days old, is en-
tirely beyond the pale. But au-
thorizing surrogacy means

horizing the sale of children,
becanse it legitimizes negotiating
an agreement in which the infer-
tile couple receives from the sur-
rogate mother a child which will

N GAIT
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belong o the conple.

If the bill permits ““ordering™ a
pregnancy from a surrogate
mother, with the egg being nei-
ther hers nor that of the woman
who ordered it, why shouldn’t the
egg be declared the property of
the surogate once she receives
i?

And why is the surrogate
mother able to ““sell pregnancy™
to the infertile couple, when the
woman whe produced the epg

and her uterus to the infertile
couple, all in the neme of the
couple’s antomatic, penetic right
to parenthood.

IN THE past, couples of means
and social stending could obtain a
maidservant who would bear the
man's children I his wife -had
ironble becoming pregnant or

Now, under the auspices of ad-
vanced technology, we are re-

Legalizing surrogate motherhood -

would be a step back into a darker age

cannot seil #? For humanitarian
reasons, selling paris from a live
buman being is forbidden even in
cases where 2 woman, of her own
free will, is ready to sell her cor-
:::'L kidoey, or any other body

Yet legalizing surrogacy would
permit irading in’ women’s uter-
uses. It would become a business

Let’s look at it from an infertile
couple’s perspective: They would
be able to rent a uterns the way
anything else can be rented; for
the surrogacy agreement is a con-
tract amthorizing the use of a
woman's body for nine months of
continuous service. As such, it
enslaves the surrogate mother

tuming 1o this kind of situation.
Couples whom "nature has pre-
vented from baving children of
their own can hire a childbearer.
And it is almost certam that the
women who, for a fee, will sub-
ject their bodies to the continu-
ous experiment of pregnancy and
birth on behalf of infertile cou-
ples will come from a lower socio-
economic class.

The following questions shed
light on issues surrounding surro-
gacy that the bill does not address
— the surrogate mother’s freedom
and the basic rights of childbear-
ing women - which could poten-
tially canse far-reaching damage.

If the surrogate mother wants
to go abroad for a vacation or

] hmna_n rights.

even to give birth, can the cours
prevent her from doing so? If she
wants 10 get mamied, should that
be forbidden? Suppose she wants

an abortion — sh